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Needs Assessment and Evaluation Committee 
Tuesday, June 25, 2024 

9 – 11:00 a.m.   
Microsoft Teams Meeting 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Committee Members Present: 
Moua Xiong  Joe Amrhein 
Dongwook Kim Carol Labine  
Lesa Nelson  John Vener  
Committee Members Absent: 
Derek Martin (LOA) Alejandro Aguilera (co-chair) 
Cynthia Elmore Calvin Hillary Hylton  
Guests: 
Lizzie Hill, Rainbow Health Emily Reimer, DHS  
Kevin Sitter, CJI and PAC member Terri Wilder, M&T member 
Tim Presley, DHS Cody Raasch, Hennepin County 
Hennepin County (Part A) Representative: DHS (Part B) Representative: 
Eriika Etshokin  Dennis London  
MDH (Prevention) Representative: MDH (Surveillance) Representative: 
McKinzie Woelfel Hannah Giles  
MCHACP Staff: 
Audra Gaikowski, Council Coordinator   Jeremy Stadelman, Admin Specialist 

(minutes) 
Quorum? Yes 
 

I. Welcome and introductions: Joe Amrhein called the meeting to order at 9:03 a.m. 
Introductions were made.  
 

II. Review and approval of May 28, 2024 meeting minutes. Review and approve 
proposed agenda. 

• The May 28 minutes were approved as written. 
• The proposed agenda was reviewed and approved with one addition noted below. 

o Lizzie Hill requested time to propose adding housing questions to the 2025 
Needs Assessment survey. There were no objections to adding this item to the 
agenda.  

 
III. Review service utilization data: Early intervention services (EIS), legal services, and 

health education/risk reduction   
• Confirm presenters for remainder of service utilization presentations. 
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o Carol agreed to present Part A service utilization data for home and community-
based health services at the July council meeting. Alejandro is scheduled to 
present EIS, legal services, and health education/risk reduction services in July.  

• Audra reviewed the PowerPoint presentation titled, EIS, Legal Services, and Health 
Education/Risk Reduction. 

o Along the care continuum, John and Joe argued that health education/risk 
reduction (HERR) helps people with HIV (PWH) be linked to care, retained in 
care, and virally suppressed on the care continuum.  
 Dennis disagreed that the service would help with linking individuals to 

care because its focus is on those already diagnosed and in care.  
 Kevin clarified that the measurement of linkage to care is determined by 

whether one has had a medical visit, not supportive services.  
 Cody noted that linking individuals to care can be a part of HERR 

services.  
 Eriika noted that considering where a service falls along the care 

continuum may help to decide how to prioritize and allocate services.  
 There where no objections to indicating that HERR includes linkage to 

care along the care continuum.  
o Expenditures for legal services include salary for about 1.5 staff and mileage for 

travelling to clients.  
 
IV. Review proposed survey questions: new variables for 2025 Needs Assessment (NA) 

Cody Raasch & Emily Reimer, Data Analysts  
• Cody and Emily presented Variables Proposal- New questions for 2025 Needs 

Assessment Survey.  
o Emily asked members to think about which questions can be cut from the 

survey. Cody added that any additional questions will increase the length of the 
survey.  

o Proposed new questions: 
 Intergenerational trauma: do we really need to know this 

information and what will we do with this?  
a. Kevin argued that these questions would be better suited 

to be asked at a case manager intake and not in the NA 
survey. Joe agreed with Kevin. There were no objections to 
not including these questions on the survey.  

 Grief: respondents may not know how to answer this question/ 
For example, is it about an incidence of grief or overall feeling of 
grief? What are we going to use this data for? If there is nothing 
that is going to be implemented, it may not be useful to ask.   

a. Eriika clarified that the NA is not intended to provide 
follow up or linkage to care for respondents. It will be used 
to assess the overall needs in the community.  

b. There were no objections to not including these questions 
on the survey.  
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 Loneliness and isolation:  
a. Joe argued that these are important questions to ask.  
b. Emily noted that an alternative to asking three questions 

would be to just ask “how often do feel lonely?” 
c. Joe argued that all three questions should be included on 

the survey. Dongwook agreed that the loneliness scale is a 
good choice because it does not ask “do you feel lonely?” 

d. Kevin argued that asking one question is efficient and 
would get at the data we are seeking, which is to measure 
the loneliness factor.  

e. Members agreed to keep question(s) about loneliness. The 
particular questions can be determined at a later date.  

 Sigma and discrimination: 
a. Dongwook suggested that the timeframe could be reduced 

from 12 months due to recall.  
b. Where does this discrimination happen? Housing, for 

example, is a place where discrimination can occur.  
i. Cody suggested including “other” as an option to 

be more inclusive of possible areas of 
discrimination.  

c. Lizzie suggested that a question about experiencing 
discrimination at shelters could be added. “Did stigma 
prevent you from accessing shelter/housing services?” 

d. Cody suggested that the questions could be “I have 
experienced discrimination/stigma” and then following up 
with “where from?” 

e. Dongwook suggested adding scalable questions: “how did 
it impact accessing services?” or “in the past 30 days, how 
much blame did you put on yourself?” 

 Aging:  
a. Emily noted that it may not make sense to ask about 

services that Ryan White does not provide. In addition, it 
may be tricky to ask questions about what services might 
be needed in the future.  

i. Terri clarified the purpose is to get ahead of where 
the need might be need in the future. Could these 
be services be funded by Ryan White in the future if 
demand is identified? This question might be 
helpful in gathering data for policy changes around 
HIV and aging and could help with drafting the HIV 
and Aging Bill of Rights.  

b. Members agreed that the third question (“Do you need 
more information about growing older with HIV?”) 
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can be eliminated because there won’t be a mechanism to 
follow up to provide information about growing older with 
HIV.  

i. Terri clarified that people with HIV don’t know that 
much about aging and getting older.  

c. Lizzie suggested adding specific question about housing.  
 Violence/domestic violence: 

a. Joe suggested adding current/ex-partner as an option. 
b. Joe suggested combing some of the questions because 

some are very specific.  
c. Emily wondered if we need to know the specifics around 

the type of assault. What will we do with this information? 
d. These questions can be retraumatizing by asking. This data 

may be gathered from other sources.  
e. The committee agreed to revisit these questions to 

determine which, if any, to keep.  
 Criminal justice involvement: 

a. Joe suggested that the question should ask individuals 
about their experience with incarceration over the last 2 
years. 

b. Emily recommended cutting the last question (“Which of 
the following Ryan White services were you connected to 
upon release”) because there are already questions on the 
survey about which services people have been connected 
to and utilized.  

 Quality of life:  
a. Cody noted that these questions are included on the 

integrated plan, so they should be included on the survey.  
 

V. Review demographic questions for 2025 Needs Assessment  
Cody Raasch & Emily Reimer, Data Analysts  

• Tabled due to time.  
 

VI. Review meeting format survey  
• Tabled due to time.  

 
VII. Co-chair election  

• Tabled due to time.  
 

VIII. Unfinished Business / New Business  
• Lizzie proposed, on behalf of the HIV Housing Coalition, adding the following questions 

about housing and shelters to the 2025 NA to gather data on the shelter experience: 
o “At any time have you avoided accessing housing or shelter services 

because of your HIV status?” 
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o “At any time have you avoided accessing housing or shelter services 
Because of gender identity/sexual orientation?” 
 Kevin suggested asking gender identity and sexual identity 

distinctly.  
 Would this only be asked for those who are unstably housed? 

a. Lizzie would prefer that this question be asked of all survey 
respondents to capture historical data, even if someone is 
currently stably housed.   

 Dennis suggested adding clarification to the questions to make 
sure that the data captured is specific to the state of Minnesota. 
The question should also include a timeframe, like in the last 5 
years.  

 Eriika suggested that a statement can be added at the start of the 
survey to make it clear that the survey is asking about experiences 
and services in Minnesota.  

 
IX. Set agenda for next meeting 

• Plan council and committee operations evaluation 
• Review draft PSRA evaluation survey 
• Review demographic questions  
• Review meeting format survey 
• Review religious calendar  

  
X. Announcements 

• None. 
 

XI. Adjourn 
• Joe Amrhein adjourned the meeting at 11:00am.   

 
Meeting Summary  

• Reviewed service utilization data for Early intervention services (EIS), legal services, and 
health education/risk reduction   

• Reviewed proposed survey questions and new variables for 2025 Needs Assessment 
 

Documents distributed before the meeting: 
• Proposed Agenda 
• Minutes from the May 28 meeting 
• FY24 meeting format results  
• Needs Assessment Committee Co-Chair Position Description 
• EIS, Legal Services, and Health Education/Risk Reduction PowerPoint 
• Home and Community-based Health Services PowerPoint 
• Variables Proposal- New Questions for 2025 Needs Assessment Survey  

JS/ag 


